The First Ten Years of the Foreign Office
as the father of that Eleanor Eden whose grace and sweetness kindled the only grand passion whichPitt ever knew. Eden himself was a great figure in the diplomatic salons of London and Paris, He owed his position chiefly to the fact of his being a first-rate political man of business who had connected himself by marriage with the powerful and ubiquitous Elliot clan; his wife was Sir Gilbert Elliot's daughter; his sister-in-law married the Archbishop of Canterbury. In his Whig days, Eden had been a prime agent in promoting the coalition of Fox and North under the Duke of Portland. Attracted by the splendour of success to the worship of the rising star of Pitt, Eden took an opportunity of conversationally justifying himself to Fox ; he was cut short with " Ah yes; but have you seen Mrs Jordan in The Country Girl at Drury Lane ? "
Such are the personal associations that gather themselves round the establishment of the Foreign Office as an independent institution. What were the international ideas bequeathed to his successors by the initial Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs? During the first administrative term of Charles James Fox in the Rockingham Government, the most important business occupying his department consisted of the negotiations following the declaration of the United States1 independence, culminating in and ratified by the Peace of Versailles in 1783. All these transactions were claimed by Fox for his own department. By the letter of State usage and etiquette, however, our transatlantic settlements, as a part of Britain-beyond-seas, belonged to the province of the Home Secretary, who referred the point of official prerogative to his colleagues. Shelburne secured a
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